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Key Findings

FIRST STEPS SERVICES HAVE A FIRST STEPS SERVICES

POSITIVE IMPACT ON INCREASE PARENT COMPETENCE
KINDERGARTEN READINESS AND AND CONEIDENCE.

ABSENTEEISM IN KINDERGARTEN.

FIRST STEPS HAS POSITIVE
EFFECTS ON CHILD CARE
QUALITY.

The state office and local partnerships are:

e Led by skilled leadership
e Do not have sufficient funds, staff, materials,
and time

Local partnerships vary in their role in their
county's network with different levels of centrality
and density.

“First Steps local Recommendations

Partne]_'ship e Allocate family strengthening resources to

highest poverty areas
o . e Allocate quality enhancement resources to rural
services are closing  and high poverty areas i
e Further evaluate impact of specific programs,
o I.e. Countdown to Kindergarten
the gap fOI' Chlldren e Develop a core set of metrics to monitor
routinely acr%ss tr]le eda(rjly chilclj?oo(? system
. ”” e Continue to identify additional funding
111 POVGI'tY- opportunities
e Perform quantitative and qualitative evaluation
more regularly than is legislatively mandated

~
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Institute for Families available here: https://scfirststeps.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Evaluation-of-
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