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1,555

34.8%

67%

580

To partner with organizations within and outside of Clarendon
County to leverage and maximize resources to provide quality,
research-based programs and services that will prepare Clarendon
County’s preschool children for success in school and in life.

Post Office Box 426 Manning, SC 29102|  (803) 433-2848  |  website: www.scfirststeps.org/clarendon

number of children and adults served by 
Clarendon County First Steps in 2018-

2019

IN CLARENDON COUNTY:
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The Clarendon County First Steps Partnership Board will work in 
partnership with other organizations to:
• Help Clarendon County’s citizens understand school 

readiness, best practices in school readiness, and how, 
together, we can implement quality programs and services to 
ensure Clarendon County’s preschool children arrive at first 
grade healthy and ready to succeed;

• Develop infrastructure that promotes, sufficiently funds, and 
holds accountable its efforts to promote school readiness in 
Clarendon County;

• Help parents of children birth to five succeed in their role as 
their child’s first and best teacher;

• Provide children birth to five with access to quality early care 
and education programs that meet the needs of families and 
children; and

• expand evidence-based early literacy programs for preschool 
children.

Looking back on our journey, it is hard to believe that SC First
Steps, Clarendon County First Steps (CCFS), and other First Steps
Partnerships across the state have been hard at work
implementing programs and services to help prepare our children
for school for 20 years. This report reflects what we and our
many and diverse partners have done from July 1, 2018-June 30,
2019 to promote school readiness in Clarendon County.

From 1999 to 2019, we have done a lot, but there is still more
work that needs to be done. CCFS’ Board and I look forward to
the next leg of our journey to ensure that all of Clarendon
County’s children arrive at first grade healthy and ready to
succeed. Together, WE CAN and WILL make a positive difference
in the lives of our children!

Kasserian Ingera? 
(Are the children well?)
~The traditional greeting among  the Massai Warriors of Kenya



PAT IN CLARENDON COUNTY
2018-2019

PAT celebrates 35 years of building strong
communities, thriving families, and children
that are healthy, safe and ready to learn.

768 total home visits

43 families served
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PAT IN THE NEWS

PAT recently received the highest 

rating from the federal Prevention 

Services Clearinghouse. This 

recognition validates the 

effectiveness of Parents as 

Teachers as a strategy for improving 

parenting practices, promoting early 

detection of developmental delays 

and health issues, preventing child 

abuse and neglect, and enhancing 

school readiness and success.



Books are 100% free to Clarendon County’s preschool children because Clarendon 
County First Steps secures funding to cover the cost of books and shipping fees.

Join us by sponsoring a child for just $25 a year so that all of 
Clarendon County’s preschool children can participate in the 

program!

186 1,737
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The cost to serve one child in the Countdown to 
Kindergarten Program: $242. The cost of  a parent 
saying the following: “The  best part of my CTK 
experience was my child getting to know his 
teacher and having one on one time with her even if 
he did not want to do anything. That lets me know 
she is going to be a good person to him”: Priceless

3 26 156



7

No matter how many years I have been working with children 
and no matter how much I know, I always walk away from 
training with something else I can use to help my students.

Tammy Reardon, Teacher
Emmanuel Child Care Center

Training Sessions:

“How Teachers Enrich Language & Concept Development”

“Preschool to Primary: Understanding Child Development”

“Creating an Environment for Health & Safety Practices”

“Promoting Culturally Appropriate Positive Guidance for Children”

21 21 4
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Addressing the needs of young chi ldren is a shared endeavor.  In addit ion to providing services to 

famil ies and support for chi ld care providers,  Clarendon County First  Steps mobil izes partners and 

community members to ensure al l  chi ldren in Clarendon County begin school ready to succeed.  We 

serve as a:

We don’t have a lot of money here in Clarendon County, but 
what we do have, we put it all together so that we can help as 

many people as we can. 

Kathleen L. Gibson,  Director, Clarendon School District One  Resource 
Center & Tile I Parent & Family Engagement Coordinator

69
Referrals through 

PAT

39
Connections 
through PAT



FUNDING SUPPORT

South Carol ina First  Steps:  $200,000

South Carol ina Center for Chi ld Care Career Development:  $2,000

Clarendon County School Distr ict  Two: $250.00

Farmers Telephone Cooperative:  $250.00

IN-KIND SUPPORT

Clarendon County School Distr ict  One

Clarendon County School Distr ict  Two

Clarendon County School Distr ict  Three

Palmetto Goodwil l

JOIN US
For more information on partnership opportunit ies,  visit  our website at 

www.scfirststeps.org/clarendon. Working together,  we can ensure al l  of  Clarendon 
County’s children reach school healthy and ready to succeed!  
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Through partnerships and col laborations ,  as well  as f inancial  support from grants and 

contr ibutions ,  Clarendon County First  Steps leverages state dol lars to enhance and 

expand services to chi ldren and famil ies.

http://www.scfirststeps.org/clarendon


State
Funding

Federal 
Funding

Private 
Funding

In-Kind 
Contributions

Total

Parents as Teachers $130,278.89 $0.00 $0.00 $73,285.00 $203,563.89

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library $3,166.33 $0.00 $867.25 $0.00 $4,033.58

Countdown to Kindergarten $25,633.52 $0.00 $1,693.74 $734.00 $28,061.26

Child Care Training & Professional 
Development

$14,767.24 $0.00 $4,250.00 $0.00 $19,017.24

Partnerships & Community Education $24,406.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9,077.00 $33,483.00

Administrative Support $25,449.67 $0.00 $0.00 $9,419.00 $34,868.67

Total Expenses $223,701.65 $0.00 $6,810.99 $92,515.00 $323,027.64

13%

87%

Since inception, 
Clarendon County First 

Steps has leveraged 
$1,440,922.90 from 

sources outside of state 
government.

That’s $0.28 for every 
state dollar.
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Expenditures of State Funds by Program Type



STAFF

Sharon P.  Wil l iams, Executive Director

CONTACT US
Post Off ice Box 426 Manning, SC 29102 |  (803) 433-2848 |  

www.scfirststeps.org/clarendon
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Darla Lee,  Chairperson

Dr.  Myra Pearson,  Vice-Chairperson 

Mary Cooper ,  Secretary

Tamara Alston-Hunter

Melissa Cooper

Kathleen Gibson

Amanda Graham

Prisci l la Green

Michael Jonas

Robin Layton

Jason Montgomery

Wanda Nelson

Faye Ragin

Tonia Smith

http://www.scfirststeps.org/clarendon
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