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SOUTH CAROLINA FIRST STEPS IS INVITED TO PRESENT TO
THE EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDY COMMITTEE

Columbia, S.C. South Carolina First Steps will present about the activities of the state’s Early
Childhood Advisory Council to the Early Childhood Study Committee in the Blatt Building
(1105 Pendleton Street) at 10 a.m., Wednesday, October 30. The Committee’s findings will be
presented to the 2019 legislative session to make recommendations to the general assembly

regarding the best structure for the early childhood state system.

South Carolina First Steps Executive Director Georgia Mjartan will share the work of South
Carolina’s Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) and will highlight the re-invigorated
collaboration and cooperation happening between state agencies, funded in large part by a
Preschool Development Grant Birth - Five. SC First Steps is the connector, convener and the

fiscal agent of the ECAC.

South Carolina uses the structure of a cross-agency advisory council to strengthen and streamline
the early childhood state system. Mjartan’s presentation to the committee will review of all
federal and state funding sources coming into the South Carolina state system for early
childhood. She will be presenting a nationally recognized governance model for integrated early

childhood state systems.

- more -
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Additionally, she will be presenting a nationally-recognized governance model for integrated
early childhood state systems that builds on the Early Childhood Advisory Council. This model
is commonly referred to as a Children’s Cabinet. The legislation creating South Carolina’s Early
Childhood Advisory Council does not currently name the ECAC as the state’s Children’s
Cabinet, although in many states the early childhood advisory council serves in this capacity.
According to Mjartan, “It will be up to the General Assembly to decide whether to amend ECAC

legislation formally establishing it as South Carolina’s Children’s Cabinet.”
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FIRST About SCFirst Steps
was STEPS  soush Carolina First Steps to School Readiness (SCFS) is both a nonprofit and state agency and
SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ the only statewide, dedicated comprehensive early childhood agency in South Carolina
focused on getting children ages birth through five ready for school and life success. First Steps serves more than
30,000 children in 81 school districts across 46 counties. At its core, SC First Steps is a children and family first
organization. Its work to support the success of all children from birth through age five by serving families, their
communities and early childhood education providers.

Established in 1999 by the South Carolina General Assembly to close the gap on students’ preparedness for success
in school, South Carolina First Steps takes a holistic approach to accomplishing its mission of preparing all
children for success in school, work and life, offering services that improve children’s health, strengthen families,
expand access to quality child care, increase participation in four-year-old kindergarten programs and help
transition rising kindergartners into school.

. About ECAC
—v_' ;g;'i}s':r';i[':m‘l’lgi‘: The South Carolina Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) includes the directors of state
agencies and government entities that provide services to young children including the
Department of Education, Department of Social Services, Department of Health and Environmental Control,
Department of Health and Human Services, Children’s Trust, Head Start Collaboration Office and SC First Steps,

which is the connector and convener of all early childhood serving agencies.

About the Early Childhood Study Committee

The Early Childhood Education Study Committee was established to make recommendations to the General
Assembly regarding the best structure for coordinated early childhood services provided to children from birth to
age 5 currently operating across multiple systems and funding streams for the purpose of improving the delivery of
services, maximizing the number of children served, ensuring that all children are ready to enter school, and
delivering cohesive high quality early childhood education, care and parental support to all children in South
Carolina. The Committee must solicit input from and consider the recommendations of affected constituencies, such
as the report of the Office of First Steps Study Committee established pursuant to Act 287 of 2014, in the
development of its report. Programs to be included in the study must include, but are not limited to: Head Start
Collaboration Office, Office of Early Learning, ABC Childcare Program, Childcare Licensing Office, Childcare Resource
and Referral Network, Child Early Reading Development & Education Program, BabyNet, Women, Infants and
Children Supplemental Food Program (WIC), and the Postpartum Newborn Home Visitation Program.
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