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The meeting was called to order at 3:06 p.m.

Sen. Hembree provided the motion to adopt the agenda, seconded by Dr. Ferguson, and the motion
was unanimously approved.

Dr. Simmer provided a motion to approve the February 15, 2024 minutes, seconded by Dr. A.
Williams, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Dr. Richard provided context and engaged in discussion about the proposed data governance
decision-making policy. Dr. Williams provided a motion to approve the Data Governance Related
Decision-Making Policy, seconded by Mr. Lisk, and the motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. Leach shared that DSS has a childcare fund development plan due to the federal government
and that they are continuing their work on the PDG grant. He shared that the federal government
passed a new final rule for CCDF where they have a few things to work through. He stated that with
the current post-Covid spend rate of CCDF funding the agency would likely be in a deficit of those
funds by 2027. DSS is in the process of conducting a market rate survey to implement a cost of care
model.

Dr. Ferguson shared that the Department of Education currently has 15,000 students in public school
4K CERDEP across the state and would like to add 60 classrooms and 1,200 students for next year.
There are currently 9,000 K — 3 teachers and administrations that have started their LETRS training
in the science of reading and they are looking to add an additional 10,000 K - 3 teachers and
administrators for the next school year.

Ms. Williams provided information regarding McVeigh formula funding for early childhood home
visiting programs. Children’s Trust has asked for $250,000 from the state to receive $750,000 in
match from the federal government to further their work and explore other home visiting models that
have been working. She also shared information on what Children’s Trust is doing with the
Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention funding that they receive.

Ms. Gillum reported on the Interagency Collaboration Committee and their progress on the SC Birth
Through Five Plan measures. She stated that they are in the process of reviewing the needs
assessment and data points.

Ms. Mjartan reported on the activities of the ECAC. She invited the members of the ECAC to
participate in the inaugural ECAC Community Listening Discussion that is designed to foster
increased engagement and efforts of community leaders to uplift family and provider voices within
communities. She provided an update on Palmetto PreK and First Five SC.

Ms. Williams made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Sen. Hembree, and approved
unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
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